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An Adventure of 
Mosaic Proportions
By Larry Hodgson

Mosaïcultures Internationales returns to Canada in 2013, and gardeners 
from all over the world will gather here to experience one of the greatest 
horticultural exhibitions ever produced. Many readers will remember 
the two previous versions held in Montréal in 2000 and 2003. These 
exhibitions were enormous successes, with 730,000 and 755,000 visitors 
respectively, well above anyone’s expectations. Since 2003, Mosaïcultures 
Internationales™ has been travelling around the world, wooing audiences 
as far away as Shanghai, China and Hamamatsu, Japan, but it is now 
back in Canada by popular demand. 

What is Mosaiculture?
How to describe mosaiculture? The 

word is unfamiliar, but the photos 
accompanying this text will better 
highlight this kind of living sculpture. 

Mosaiculture is an old garden 
art form dating back to 16th and 

17th Century France that evolved 
out of the knot garden or “parterre 
de broderie.” Clipped herbs or 
boxwood are arranged in interlac-
ing geometric patterns, the space 
between them filled with coloured 
gravel or sand. 

 The technique almost disap-
peared in the 18th Century with the 
arrival of more natural landscapes, 

Blessing Door was produced by Shenyang 
City (China) and aims to promote mutual 
understanding and friendship between 
people from different nations. In this way, 
its creators hope to build world peace 
through cultural and artistic exchange.

The Man Who Planted Trees was inspired by the animated movie The Man Who Planted Trees by Frédéric Back and produced by 
Mosaïcultures Internationales Montréal. 
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but there was a major revival of the 
style in the Victorian era. This time, 
brightly coloured bedding annuals 
replaced the gravel and sand, creating 
a Persian carpet effect, leading to 
the name “carpet bedding.” Many 
Canadian parks, especially histori-
cal ones, maintain carpet beds to this 
day. The floral clocks of Niagara and 
the International Peace Garden in 
Manitoba are elaborate examples of 
carpet bedding and Minter Gardens 
in Chilliwack, BC has made carpet 
bedding a specialty. 

By the middle of the 20th Century, 
gardens in Europe and Asia were 
reaching beyond the sloping but oth-
erwise one-dimensional carpet beds, 
experimenting with two- and three-
dimensional mosaicultures, including 
the classic peacock of Mainau Garden in 
Germany, a mosaiculture sculpture that 
has been reproduced around the world. 

Mosaiculture can be distinguished 
from topiary, which features uniformly 
coloured shrubs and conifers pruned 
to geometrical and animal shapes, in 
that the two- and three-dimensional 
mosaiculture sculptures are created 
from wire frame structures that are 
then filled with a wide variety of 
plants, allowing for multiple colours 
and textures. Modern mosaicultures 
usually include elaborate irrigation 
systems to ensure all parts of the 
display receive the moisture they need.

Canada Takes the Lead
The idea to host an international 

mosaiculture exhibition is a Canadian 
one. Montréal landscape architect Lise 
Cormier, inspired by a visit to Harbin, 
China in 1995 where there are some 60 
plant sculptures, was the first to promote 
the idea of an international mosaiculture 
show. She not only launched the first 
two events, but remains the President 
of the International Mosaiculture 
Committee and is the Executive Vice 
President and General Manager of this 
year’s Mosaïcultures Internationales. 
She has won numerous international 
awards for her role.

2013 Highlights
The first two Mosaïcultures 

Internationales shows took place in 
the decidedly unhorticultural environ-
ment of Montréal’s Old Port, with a 
background of abandoned grain eleva-
tors. This year’s show will take place 
in the much more conducive Montréal 

The famous 3-D peacock mosaiculture sculpture has been a feature of Mainau Garden 
in Germany for over 50 years. It is often copied in gardens worldwide.

Mallards Taking Off! was produced by The Government of Québec in 2000. The mallards 
are represented in different stages as they take off from the water. 
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Mosaïcultures 
Internationales™ 
 
DATE
June 22 to September 29, 2013
 
HOURS
9 am to 7 pm daily
 
LOCATION
Montréal Botanical Garden
4101 Sherbrooke Street East,  
Montréal, QC

CONTACT
info@mosaiculture.ca
www.mosaiculturesinternationales.ca/en

Botanical Garden. Plan for a full-day 
visit, as the gardens offer plenty to 
discover! Not only will visitors be 
able to admire the living sculptures 
over a 2km circuit, but also the display 
gardens of North America’s foremost 
botanical garden. Some 40 exhibitors 
representing countries in Asia, Europe, 
Africa and North America will be com-
peting for such prizes as the Grand 
Honorary Jury Award and the People’s 
Choice Award, including Belgium, 
China, South Korea, Spain, the United 
States, France, Japan, Mexico, Turkey 
and a number of African nations. With 
the added drawing power of the 
Montréal Botanical Garden, already 
one of Montréal’s most visited tourist 
attractions, this year’s attendance is 
expected to top one million!

Participating nations will each create 
a work of mosaiculture that represents 
something of their culture in addition 
to drawing on this year’s theme, Land 
of Hope, which has six components:

  The interdependence of man & nature

  Positive actions for the environment

  Endangered species, at-risk species 
or ecosystems

 Nature in the city

  The beauty & fragility of life on earth

  Peace: the key to planetary survival

Bus tours from across Canada and 
the United States are already reserving 
dates for the show. Make sure you don’t 
miss this horticultural extravaganza. 
Anyone who has seen the previous 
shows will tell you this is probably the 
most thrilling example of horticultural 
prowess you’ll ever see.i 

The Legend of Mother Earth won the People’s Choice Award in 2003.

The Legend of the Enchanted Caribou is recounted in this 2000 display.
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